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In a significant diplomatic de-
velopment, US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio and Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov met in 
Saudi Arabia for wide-ranging dis-
cussions, with the war in Ukraine 
taking center stage. The talks, held 
without the participation of Ukraine 
or European nations, underscore the 
complex and contentious geopoliti-
cal maneuvering over the ongoing 
conflict.   
The Kremlin described the talks 

as preparatory groundwork for 
potential negotiations to resolve 
the Ukraine crisis and a future 
meeting between US President 
Donald Trump and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. However, the 
absence of Ukraine and European 
stakeholders from the table raises 
questions about the legitimacy and 
transparency of these discussions.   
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy, who is also visiting 
Riyadh for talks with Saudi lead-
ers, dismissed the Rubio-Lavrov 
meeting’s validity. He stressed that 
Ukraine must be directly involved 
in any negotiations, reiterating 
that no deal could be reached 
without Kiev’s active participation. 
Zelenskyy’s remarks highlight the 
tensions surrounding attempts to 
sideline Ukraine in discussions 

about its future.   
A day before the US-Russia 

meeting in Riyadh, European lead-
ers convened emergency talks in 
Paris to address their exclusion 
from discussions over the future 
of Ukraine. The sidelining of 
Europe—at a time when US and 
Russian officials are engaging in 
formal talks in Saudi Arabia—has 
raised alarms across the continent.   
Aside from a brief call between 

French President Emmanuel Macron 
and US President Donald Trump, 
European leaders have been left 
out of the initial discussions. This 
exclusion underscores a growing 
rift between the United States and 
its European allies as they con-
front the geopolitical stakes of the 
Ukraine war.   
US aid & intentions
As Ukraine’s economy continues 

to face severe strain from the pro-
longed conflict, the country remains 
heavily reliant on external support. 
The United States has provided 
over $30 billion in budgetary aid, 
primarily to keep Ukraine’s state 
machinery operational, including 
paying salaries of government 
employees.   
President Trump’s approach 

to this aid, however, has stirred 
controversy. While Trump has 
expressed his intent to continue 
supporting Ukraine, his proposal 

for economic assistance includes 
conditions that could fundamentally 
alter Ukraine’s sovereignty. He 
suggested that the United States 
acquire control over Ukraine’s 
vast natural resources, including 
uranium, titanium, lithium, and 
graphite, as a trade-off for weapons 
and financial aid.   
This proposal, if implemented, 

could effectively reduce Ukraine 
to a US-dominated client state. 
Trump’s vision of leveraging 
Ukraine’s resources contrasts sharp-
ly with Zelenskyy’s earlier pro-
posal, which sought economic part-
nerships but maintained Ukraine’s 
sovereignty.   
The Rubio-Lavrov talks signal a 

shift in how key players are ap-
proaching the Ukraine conflict. The 
exclusion of Ukraine and Europe 
from these discussions suggests a 
potential effort to redefine the bal-
ance of power in the region without 
input from crucial stakeholders.   
With no clear resolution to the 

Ukraine conflict in sight, the di-
vergence in approaches between 
Kiev and its allies threatens to 
deepen divisions. Zelenskyy’s firm 
stance on preserving Ukraine’s 
sovereignty underscores the grow-
ing unease about backroom deals 
that could undermine the country’s 
independence.   

US-Russia talks in Saudi Arabia 
amid European concerns

New Delhi, Feb 18:
Commerce and Industry Minis-

ter Piyush Goyal announced on 
Tuesday that two MoUs have been 
signed between the Qatari Business-
men Association (QBA) and Con-
federation of Indian Industry (CII) 
and another between Invest Qatar 
and Invest India. The Minister also 
announced the elevation of the 
Joint Working Group on Trade and 
Commerce to the Ministerial level.
Speaking at the inaugural session 

of the India-Qatar Business Forum 
here, Goyal highlighted that the 
future partnership between the two 

countries will rest on the pillars 
of sustainability, technology, entre-
preneurship and energy. His Qatari 
counterpart Sheikh Faisal bin Thani 
bin Faisal Al Thani was the Guest 
of Honour at the session.
Goyal invited companies from 

Qatar to be a part of India’s journey 
of growth in investments, manufac-
turing, renewable energy, expansion 
of smart cities and infrastructure 
development. Qatar Vision 2030 
and India’s Viksit Bharat 2047 will 
together define a much bigger and 
brighter future for the people of 
the two countries, the Minister said.

Goyal said that the terms of trade 
are undergoing a change, evolving 
from energy trade to emerging tech-
nologies like artificial intelligence, 
the Internet of Things (IoT), quan-
tum conducting and semiconductors. 
The entire world is going through a 
major shift in the context of geo-
political tensions, climate change, 
cybersecurity threats and the focus 
on localisation around the world, 
he added.
The Minister stated that India and 

Qatar complement each other and 
can work together for prosperity 
and a better future.

India, Qatar ink MoUs to 
strengthen economic ties

Chennai, Feb 18:  
To create employment 

opportunities for 12,000 
IT professionals with 
an investment of Rs.717 
crore, the Honorable 
Chief Minister of Tamil 
Nadu, M.K. Stalin, laid 
the foundation stones 
for new TIDEL parks in 
Trichy and Madurai.  
At the Secretariat, the 

Chief Minister virtually 
inaugurated the projects 
undertaken by the De-
partment of Industries, 
Investment Promotion, 
and Commerce. In Trichy 
Municipal Corporation’s 
Panchappur, a TIDEL 
Park will be established 
at an estimated cost of 
Rs.403 crore, spanning 
5.58 lakh square feet 
with a ground floor and 
six additional floors. In 
Madurai Municipal Cor-
poration’s Mattuthavani, 
another TIDEL Park will 
be set up at a cost of 
Rs.314 crore, covering 
5.34 lakh square feet with 
a ground floor and twelve 
additional floors.  
Tamil Nadu, currently 

the second-largest state 
economy in India, aims 
to become a one tril-
lion-dollar economy by 
2030, a vision set by 
Chief Minister Stalin. To 
achieve this target, the 
state government is ac-
tively attracting significant 
investments and creating 
numerous job opportuni-
ties, particularly for the 
youth of Tamil Nadu. The 
state has been recognized 
in the Union Govern-
ment’s Economic Survey 
Report for 2024-25 for 
its outstanding efforts 
in attracting investments 
and generating a large 
number of employment 
opportunities, especially 
for women.  
The journey of TIDEL 

Parks in Tamil Nadu 
began in 2000 when Ka-
laignar, with his visionary 
outlook, inaugurated the 
first TIDEL Park in Tara-
mani, Chennai, paving 

Stalin lays foundation for 
TIDEL Parks in Trichy, Madurai

Jobs for 12,000 IT professionals with 
investment of Rs. 717 crore

the way for substantial 
growth in the state’s IT 
sector. Following this, 
mini TIDEL Parks have 
been established in tier-2 
and tier-3 cities, including 
Villupuram, Thanjavur, 
Thoothukudi, and Salem. 
These were inaugurated 
by Chief Minister Stalin. 
Additionally, on Novem-
ber 22, 2024, the Chief 
Minister inaugurated a 
state-of-the-art TIDEL 
Park in Pattabiram, Thiru-
vallur district, built at 
a cost of Rs.330 crore, 
featuring 21 floors with 
modern infrastructure fa-
cilities.  
Panchappur, Trichy 
As part of the next 

phase of expanding the IT 
ecosystem, a new TIDEL 
Park will be constructed 
in Panchappur, Trichy, at 

a cost of Rs.403 crore, 
covering 5.58 lakh square 
feet with a ground floor 
and six additional floors. 
This facility will accom-
modate IT, ITeS, BPOs, 
and startup companies, 
fostering a thriving tech-
nological environment.  
Mattuthavani, Madurai
Similarly, in Mattutha-

vani, Madurai, a TIDEL 
Park will be developed at 
an investment of Rs.314 
crore, spanning 5.34 lakh 
square feet with a ground 
floor and twelve addi-
tional floors. It will also 
host IT, ITeS, BPOs, 
and startup companies, 
promoting technological 
growth in the region.  
These parks will be 

equipped with advanced 
integrated building man-
agement systems, air con-

ditioning, and 24x7 secu-
rity, providing a modern 
work environment for 
approximately 12,000 IT 
professionals. This initia-
tive is expected to create 
job opportunities for edu-
cated youth from Trichy, 
Madurai, and surrounding 
districts, thus enhancing 
the socio-economic status 
of these regions.  
 Municipal Admin-

istration Minister K.N. 
Nehru, School Education 
Minister Anbil Mahesh 
Poyyamozhi, Industries 
Minister Dr. T.R.B. Ra-
jaa, Chief Secretary N. 
Muruganandam, Industries 
Secretary V. Arun Roy, 
and TIDCO and TIDEL 
Park Managing Director 
Sandeep Nanduri were 
present at the event.    

 New Delhi, Feb 18:
Elon Musk owned 

Electric car maker Tesla 
Inc. has officially begun 
its hiring process in India, 
marking a significant 
step towards its long-
anticipated entry into the 
domestic market.
On Monday, the electric 

vehicle (EV) giant posted 
a job listing on LinkedIn 
for the pos i t ion of 
Consumer Engagement 
Manager in the Mumbai 
Metropolitan Region. The 
role is a fulltime, on-
site position,  indicating 
Tesla’s commitment to 
building a direct presence 
in the country.

Tesla’s latest hiring 
activity aligns with its 
broader strategy to expand 
in India. The company 
has recently posted a 
total of 13 job openings, 
covering both customer-
facing and operational 
roles.
Th i s  d ev e l o pmen t 

follows a crucial meeting 
between Tesla CEO Elon 
Musk and Prime Minister 
Na r e n d r a  Mod i  o n 
February 14 in Washington 
DC. The discussions 
between the two centered 
on strengthening India-US 
collaboration in innovation, 
s p a c e  e x p l o r a t i o n , 
artificial intelligence, and 

sustainable development. 
The two also explored 
emerging technologies, 
entrepreneurship, and 
governance--areas that 
align with Tesla’s vision 
for India.
Tesla, a global leader 

in electric mobility and 
renewable energy, has 
had a limited presence 
in India but has been 
considering an expansion 
for years. With the latest 
job postings, the company 
is taking concrete steps 
to establish itself in 
the world’s third-largest 
automobile market.
Industry experts believe 

Tesla’s hiring push could 

be a precursor to the 
company setting up sales 
and service operations, and 
eventually manufacturing 
in India. The move 
aligns with the Indian 
government’s push for 
electric vehicle adoption 
and local manufacturing, 
supported by incentives 
under the Production-
Linked Incentive (PLI) 
scheme.
While Tesla has not 

provided an official 
timeline for its India 
launch, its active hiring 
suggests that preparations 
are in full swing.

Elon Musk’s Tesla kicks off hiring in India 
amid strengthening ties with Government

Chennai, Feb 18:
Tamil Nadu Assembly Speaker M. 

Appavu has announced that the state 
budget for the financial year 2025-26 
will be presented on March 14.
Speaking to reporters at the Secre-

tariat, Speaker M. Appavu stated that 
the next session of the Tamil Nadu 
Legislative Assembly will be held at the 
Assembly Hall in Chennai’s Secretariat 

on Friday, March 14. On that day, at 
9:30 AM, Finance Minister Thangam 
Thennarasu will present the Tamil Nadu 
Budget for the year 2025-26.
Following this, the Vote on Account 

for 2025-26 and the Supplementary 
Grant Requests for the additional ex-
penses of 2024-25 will be tabled on 
Friday, March 21.

TN Budget to be 
presented on Mar 14
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An India We Would Hate to Leave..!
Some of the reactions by our 

own people, about the deportees 
from America, were hilarious 
and ridiculous. Some cursed 
them, others ridiculed them and 
many laughed at them.

But….

I know that most of these 
same people who reacted thus, 
if told they could go and settle in 
America would jump and accept 
the offer.

The only reason they don’t 
go or haven’t gone, is because 
they can’t. And like the proverbial 
fable of the fox and grapes, they 
shout, ‘the grapes are sour!’

But, why do so many Indians 
feel compelled to leave their 
homeland in search of better 
opportunities? What is it about 
India that makes it so diffi cult 
for people to build a secure 
and prosperous future here? 
And what can we do to change 
this narrative and make India a 
country that people are proud to 
call home?

A few years ago my in-laws 
were comfor tably l iving in 
Pune. They had friends of all 
communities and quite enjoyed 

life there. But occasionally they 
would fall sick, and we would 
have to rush there.

We then got the bright idea of 
shifting them here.

They disliked the idea and 
were very reluctant.

Because they had friends, 
fellowship, and company in their 
environment. Maybe, medical 
aid was not easily available, 
maybe family was not around, 
but Pune was home for them.

In the same way I wonder if 
our country, could also become 
attractive to make our people 
feel it is, ‘home’ for them?

For this, economically, India 
needs to create more jobs, 
improve infrastructure, and 
increase access to quality 
education and healthcare.

Politically, India needs to 
promote transparency and 
accountability and ensure the 
rule of law is upheld. This will 
require reforms to the judiciary, 
and the bureaucracy, as well as 
a commitment to protecting the 
rights of all citizens.

Social ly,  India needs to 

address the communal tensions 
and social inequalities that have 
started plaguing our society. This 
will require a concerted effort 
to promote interfaith dialogue, 
social cohesion, as well as 
a commitment to protecting 
the r ights of marginalized 
communities.

The recent images of Indian 
families being deported back to 
India, shackled and humiliated, 
are a stark pointer of the 
desperation and vulnerability 
that shows that we need to 
address these serious economic, 
political, and social challenges 
that drive people to leave.

Remember, no American 
wants to leave their country, 
not because they have strict 
emigration laws but because 
they have a stake in its future 
and believe that it offers them 
the best opportunities to pursue 
their dreams.

So, let’s strive to create an 
India that inspires the same 
sense of pride, purpose, and 
belonging in its citizens: An 
India, we would hate to leave..!

bobsbanter@gmail.com

Chennai, Feb 18:   
The first MGM Tamil 

Nadu Pickleball Premier 
League (TNPPL) ended 
in a thrilling manner as 
Cheeky Cheetahs (CC) 
clinched the title with a 
hard-fought 25-18 victo-
ry over Salem Slammers 
(SS) in the final here on 
Sunday.  A TNPPL re-
lease today saidthe final 
saw high-intensity action, 
momentum swings, and 
an edge- of-the-seat con-
test that kept fans capti-
vated until the last point.  

Cheeky Cheetahs took 
an early lead, winning 
the first 2-pointer men’s 
doubles match, led by 
a commanding perfor-

mance from Ganesh Ku-
mar. However, Salem 
Slammers bounced back 
in the women’s doubles 
match, leveling the score 
at 2-2.  

The momentum swung 
again in the crucial 
3-pointer match, where 
Cheeky Cheetahs Vim-
alraj Jayachandran, the 
league’s Most Valuable 
Player, showcased his 
brilliance, guiding his 
team to a pivotal vic-
tory. With the score now 
at 4-2, Cheeky Chee-
tahs extended their lead 
further in the one-point 
men’s doubles match, 
where Franchise Owner 
Adithyaa Srikkanth him-

self stepped onto the 
court and delivered a de-
cisive win, pushing the 
score to 6-2 in favor of 
Cheeky Cheetahs.  

However, Salem Slam-
mers were far from done. 
In a remarkable display 
of resilience, they won 
the next three matches 
back-to-back, staging a 
stunning comeback and 
taking an 8-6 lead.  

The entire tournament 
boiled down to the final 
team match ? a high-
stakes 3-pointer battle 
where the winner would 
lift the championship tro-
phy.  

With the pressure at 
its peak, Cheeky Chee-

tahs held their nerve, 
playing with precision 
and determination to 
secure a thrilling 25-
18 victory, sealing their 
place as the first-ever 
TNPPL champions.  

As the newly crowned 
champions, Cheeky 
Cheetahs were awarded a 
cash prize of Rs 3 lakh, 
while Salem Slammers, 
the runners-up, received 
Rs.2 lakh.  The fight 
for third place saw the 
Lob Mob and Chennai 
Dupr Terminatrz deliver 
outstanding performances 
throughout the tourna-
ment, with both teams 
securing a prize of Rs. 1 
lakh each.  

Cheeky Cheetahs clinch TN 

Premier Pickleball League title

Chennai, Feb 18:  
Giants defeated Royals in the 

finals of the CPCLTT MegaEvent 
2025 that was held in Chennai 
this week.  
The Giants Team consisting of 

Brahma Lakshman, Vivek Baid, 
Aadith Prasad, Ramachandra 
Reddyy Rashmi Bothra , A 
K Natraj, Navin Ramanathan 
wrapped it up at ease against the 

Royals Team made up of Rahul 
Deshmukh, Praveen Koduri, C H 
K S Prasad, Sam Mehta, Devendra 
Mehta, Vishal Dadha and K V 
Sureshkumar winning by 8 points 
to 3  
Scores:  
V ivek Ba id bea t  CHKS 

Prasad (7-11, 11—9,11-5) , A 
LK Natraj beat K V Suresh 
Kumar(6-11,11-8,11-9), Vivek Baid 

and Aadith Prasad beat Praveen 
Koduri and CHKS Prasad (11-
5,11-6), Vishal Dadha beat Rashmi 
Bothra (11-6, 6-11, 11-5),  
Deveendra Mehta and Praveen 

Koduri beat Vivek Baid and 
Ramachandra Reddy ( 11-6, 11-4) 
and in the deciding Team line up 
– Giants beat Royals 1-0  
Winning Team with Arjuna 

Awardee A.Amalraj  

Giants wins CPCLTT title

Winning Team with Arjuna Awardee A.Amalraj 

Indore, Feb 17:  
The competition at 

the UTT 31st Masters 
National Championships 
remains intense as the 
final group matches in 
the Men’s Team 65+, 
70+, and 75+ categories 
approach on the opening 
Monday.  

While the battle for the 
second qualifying spot is 
still open, the A teams 
from Delhi, Maharashtra, 
Gujarat, West Bengal, 
Chandigarh, Tamil Nadu, 
and TTFI-2 have secured 
their places in the second 

stage of the men’s 65+ 
category.  

In the Men’s 70+ 
event, the A teams of 
Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh, Delhi, and Tamil 
Nadu displayed dominant 
performances, advancing 
to the knockout rounds.  

However, the second 
spot in each group is 
yet to be confirmed, as 
some teams remain in 
contention.  

Similarly, in the Men’s 
75+ category, which 
consists of four groups, 
the A teams from 

Chandigarh, Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, and Tamil 
Nadu have almost 
assured their spots at the 
top. With one round of 
group matches left, these 
teams are expected to 
maintain their positions 
unless an upset occurs.  

Several matches 
have already delivered 
thrilling encounters. In 
Group B, Goa stunned 
Maharashtra with a 3-2 
victory. Kashinath Khalap 
set the tone by defeating 
Chandrakant Mainkar, 
but John Bento’s loss to 

Kamesh Vishnu Bhonde 
allowed Maharashtra to 
level the score.  

Goa regained the lead 
in doubles with John and 
Kashinath overcoming 
Chandrakant and Kamesh 
in a closely contested 
match. Although 
Chandrakant managed 
to equalize again with 
a straight-game win 
over John, Kashinath 
sealed the tie with a 
dominant victory over 
Kamesh,completing an 
impressive win for Goa.  

TN A team in 2nd stage of

veterans TT masters nationals

Chennai, Feb 18:
V idhya Pa t e l  and 

Kalpana Gurjar came up 
trumps in the National 
women championship 
category of the EA Bridge 
National Championships 
organised by Express 
Avenue under the aegis 
of the Bridge Federation 
of India, in association 
with Tamil Nadu Bridge 
Association, at E Hotel 
and Express Avenue mall 
of Chennai recently.
It was the first time in 

the Indian Bridge history 
that a bridge tournament 
was organised inside a mall 
(Express Avenue). Kavita 

Singhania, managing 
d i rec to r of Express 
Infrastructure Pvt Ltd 
and Express Avenue mall, 
was the visionary behind 
EA Bridge, in order to 
support, encourage and 
create opportunities for 
women and young bridge 
players, an official press 
release said. It is her 
vision to see more women 
participate in open bridge 
games. Towards promoting 
the sport on a large scale, 
EA Bridge proposes to 
organise an international 
bridge championship in 
September, the release 
stated. 

BFI president Prasad 
Keni spoke about the 
importance of promoting 
bridge amongst children 
and the youth citing the 
example of Vidhya Patel 
and Kalpana Gurjar, two 
young women, who won 
the EA Bridge national 
women championship. 
They also won the world 
championships in 2022. 
Their achievements were 
recognised by the Central 
Government, who awarded 
the young women with 
jobs in the Income Tax 
department. 
Results (winners all): 
Na t i o n a l  w o m e n 

championship: Vidhya 
P a t e l  a n d Ka l p a n a 
Gurjar; Vijaya Jajoo 
memorial national mixed 
pa i r s championsh ip : 
Sandeep N. Karmakar 
and Marianne Karmarkar; 
Tolani All India Open 
National Masters Bridge 
Championship team event:  
Team Sarla Fibers, pairs 
event: Arvind Vaidya 
and Shubham Acharya. 
The winners shared a 
total prize money of Rs. 
5 lakh. 
There was a total prize 

money of Rs. 5,00,000/- 
which was distributed to 
top winners. 

Vidhya, Kalpana steal 
limelight in national bridge

From left: World Bridge Federation committee member N.R. Kribakar Moorthy, Tamil Nadu Bridge 
Association president A. Sridhar, Bridge Federation of India president Prasad Keni, EA Bridge event 
organiser Narayan Iyer and bridge coach as well as TNBA vice president Sunil Verghese.

Vadodra, Feb 18:  
Royal Challeng-

ers Bangalore Women 
(RCBW) delivered a 
commanding performance 
to decimate Delhi Capi-
tals Women (DCW) and 
consolidate their posi-
tion at the top of the 
Women’s Premier League 
(WPL) table on Monday.  

After a disciplined 
bowling and fielding 
effort restricted DCW 
to 141 in 19.3 overs, 
RCBW openers laid a 
solid foundation for a 
comprehensive chase. 
Skipper Smriti Mandhana 
(81) set the tone early, 
attacking the bowlers 
from the outset, striking 
boundaries in the first 

over and maintaining 
her aggressive approach 
throughout.  

Danielle Wyatt com-
plemented her well with 
a composed 42, and their 
century partnership effec-
tively sealed the contest 
within the first 10 overs. 
Ellyse Perry and Richa 
Ghosh ensured there 
were no late hiccups, 
guiding RCBW to vic-
tory with ease.  

The dominant win not 
only reaffirmed RCBW’s 
credentials as early ti-
tle contenders but also 
handed DCW a signifi-
cant setback.  

Earlier, DCW’s in-
nings started positively, 
with Jemimah Rodrigues 

playing a fluent knock of 
34. However, the team 
faltered after the pow-
erplay, slipping from a 
promising 60/1 to 105/6 
as RCBW’s spinners, 
Georgia Wareham and 
Ekta Bisht, applied the 
squeeze.  

The fielding unit, bar-
ring a couple of missed 
opportunities from Kan-
ika Ahuja, remained 
sharp, adding to DCW’s 
struggles. Pacer Renuka 
Singh, in a mid-innings 
interview, noted that the 
pitch was on the slower 
side, making stroke play 
difficult.  

With this defeat, 
DCW find themselves in 
third place on the table. 

While the tournament is 

still in its early stages, 

RCBW appear to be a 

formidable force  

Barring a couple of 

missed chances from 

Kanika Ahuja, RCB were 

sharp in the field, ensur-

ing pressure remained on 

the DCW batters. Pacer 

Renuka Singh, in a mid-

innings interview, noted 

that the surface was 

holding up and appeared 

on the slower side, mak-

ing stroke play difficult.

Dew, which could in-

fluence the second in-

nings, has not been a 

major factor so far.

Smriti leads RCB to big win in WPL vs Delhi
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Indian team for Pink Ladies Cup friendlies
New Delhi, Feb 18:   

The Indian senior 
women’s team coach 
Crispin Chettri, on Mon-
day, named a 23-mem-
ber squad for the Pink 
Ladies Cup, a friendly 
tournament to be held 
in Sharjah, United Arab 
Emirates, from Febru-
ary 20 to 26, during the 
FIFA International Match 
Window.   

India will face Jordan 

(February 20), Russia 
(February 23) and Korea 
Republic (February 26). 
All matches will take 
place at the Al Hamriya 
Sports Club Stadium in 
Sharjah, UAE.   

The Blue Tigresses 
had been training in An-
antapur, Andhra Pradesh, 
after the conclusion of 
Round 6 of the Indian 
Women’s League on Feb-
ruary 7.   

India are using these friendly matches to prepare 
for the AFC Women’s Asian Cup 2027 Qualifiers 
which will take place in May-June, 2025
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From left: Prof. Seema Makhija, Madhu Bala, Bharti 
Sarkar, Ravi Chaturvedi, Komal Kamra and prof. 
Ravi Toteja.

part of the symposium, 

40 posters were displayed 

by a team of students 

and research scholars 

who were backbone of 

the event. 

T h e  e m i n e n t 

international scientists 

who presented their work 

were prof. Joel Dacks, 

Elena Sabaneyeva, Alan 

Warren and. Dagmar 

Jirsová. Individually 

all of them contributed 

substantially to the subject 

of the symposium. 

Dacks, Department 

of Medicine, Division 

of Infectious Diseases, 

University of Alberta and 

honorary professor in the 

Centre for Life’s Origins 

and Evolution, University 

College London explored 

t h e  evo l u t i o n and 

Dr. Ravi Chaturvedi

Ciliates are a diverse 

group of unicellular 

eukaryotes that vary 

widely in size, shape, body 

plan, and ecological niche. 

Studies on patterning and 

regeneration have been 

revived and facilitated by 

modern omics methods. 

Cryo-electron microscopy 

and tomography have 

r e v o l u t i o n i s e d  t h e 

s t ruc tu r a l s tudy of 

complex macromolecules 

such as telomerase, 

Ciliate Biology international symposium

Eminent scientists debate at 
Acharya Narendra Dev College

From left: Prof. H.K. Dangi (treasurer, GB, ANDC, prof. Manoj K. Khanna 
(chairman, GB, ANDC), prof. Ravi Toteja (principal, ANDC), prof. Rup Lal 
(INSCR president, INSA senior scientist, ANDC) and Komal Kamra (adjunct 
scientist, ANDC).

ribozymes, and axonemes. 

DNA elimination, gene 

scrambling, and mating 

t y p e  d e t e rm i n a t i o n 

have been deciphered, 

revealing interest ing 

adaptations of processes 

that have parallels in 

other kingdoms of life. 

Studies of common 

eukaryotic processes, such 

as intracellular trafficking, 

meiosis, and histone 

modif ica t ion , reveal 

conservation as well as 

unique adaptations in 

these organisms that are 

evolutionarily distant from 

other models. Continual 

improvement of genetic 

and molecular tools 

makes ciliates accessible 

models for all levels of 

education and research. 

Such advances open new 

avenues of research and 

highlight the importance 

of ciliate research.

Acha rya Na rend r a 

Dev College (University 

of Delhi) has become 

beacons of light on 

Ciliate Biology in India. 

Recently, the college 

organised an International 

Symposium on Ciliate 

B i o l o g y  2 0 2 5  & 

Interdisciplinary Research 

under the tutelage of 

the Indian Society of 

Ciliate Biology (ISOCB), 

Indian Network of Soil 

Contamination Research 

(INSCR) and International 

Society of Protistologists 

(ISOP). The landmark 

event started streaming 

with the Inaugural at 

India Habitat Centre, 

New Delhi with the 

gathering of eminent 

scientists from Ciliate 

Biology laborator ies 

across countries and 

continents. 

The salient feature 

of the symposium was 

plenary session of invited 

lectures by 36 national 

and 11 international 

delegates (including 6 

young scientists and 

31 women scientists) 

who presented their 

trail-blazing research on 

Ciliate Biology and Inter-

Disciplinary Research. As 

d i v e r s i t y 

o f  t h e 

eukaryotic 

membrane-

trafficking 

s y s t e m 

u s i n g 

‘ o m i c s , 

mo lecu l a r 

evolu t ion , 

a n d 

evolutionary 

cell biology; 

Sabaneyeva, 

a s s o c i a t e 

pro fes so r, 

Department 

of Cytology 

a n d 

His tology, 

Faculty of 

Biology, Saint-Petersburg 

State University, Russian 

Federation has been 

s t udy i ng symb io t i c 

associations between 

c i l i a t e s  a n d  o t h e r 

microorganisms; Warren, 

Natural History Museum 

(NHM) , London i s 

focusing on the ecology 

and sys t ema t i c s o f 

peritrich ciliates; Jirsová 

, post-doctoral fellow, 

Arizona State University 

(ASU) is exploring the 

evolutionary cell biology 

of var ious prot i s t s . 

Yuri Mazei, professor 

at Lomonosov Moscow 

State University (Russia) 

and Shenzhen MSU-BIT 

University (China) is 

deputy editor-in-chief 

of Prot is tology and 

Editorial board member 

of European Journal of 

Protistology and Nature 

Conservation Research 

was an invited guest.

As a prelude to the 

international symposium, 

college lined up pre-

symposium workshops 

for the students and 

faculty at the college 

premises on February 

3. It will be worthwhile 

pointing out that the 

steppingstone was to 

bring eminent scientists 

from across the globe 

to interact with budding 

ciliate biologists for 

whom opportunities are 

few and far between to 

travel abroad and provide 

encouragement to young 

minds to pursue a career 

in scientific research 

and provide platform for 

research collaboration.

This seminal activity was 

supported by International 

Society of Protistologists, 

In te rna t iona l Union 

o f  B i o l o g i c a l 

Sciences, Department 

o f  B i o t e c h n o l o g y, 

Department of Science 

and Technology, Ministry 

of Environment and 

Fo r e s t s  & Cl ima t e 

Change, Ministry of Earth 

Sciences, Council of 

Scientific and Industrial 

Research, partnered by 

Zoological Survey of 

India. The Proceedings of 

the Symposium are going 

to be being published 

with ISBN number and 

a report to be submitted 

to Journal of Eukaryotic 

Biology for publication.

Over the years, the 

International Cil iate 

Biology International 

Conferences in India have 

been the been handiwork 

of Komal Kamra. Kamra 

has burnt midnight oil to 

organise the international 

Ciliate Biology events 

wi th prec i s ion and 

perfection. Prof Ravi 

Toteja, principal, Acharya 

Narendra Dev College as 

convenor and prof Seema 

Makhija as organizing 

secretary played their 

part in this coveted 

event admirably. Not 

to leave out, Utkarsh 

Sood, secretary and 

joint secretaries Santosh 

Kumar (ZSI) and Princy 

Hira put their best 

foot forward for the 

successful holding of the 

symposium. 

Acharya Narendra Dev 

College was established 

in 1991 as a constituent 

college of University 

of Delhi and grew by 

leaps and bounds as a 

lighthouse of excellence 

in higher education.                        

The edifice on which 

college stands is its 

commitment to academic 

p r e c i s i o n ,  h o l i s t i c 

development, and social 

engagement. ANDC is 

now a premier institution 

nurturing young minds 

and fostering a culture 

of innovation and inquiry. 

The college subscribes to 

the philosophy, ‘Where 

Art of Science meets 

the Art of Business. 

The College has been 

ranked 18th by National 

Institutional Ranking 

Framework (NIRF) and 

stands amongst the 

top 10 colleges of the 

University of Delhi.
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China privatisation
Ch i n a’ s  f i r s t 

privately funded 

ae roeng ine t e s t 

facility has begun 

cons t r uc t i on in 

Chongzhou, Sichuan 

P r o v i n c e .  T h e 

g r o u n db r e a k i n g 

c e r e m o n y  o n 

February 13 marked 

the official launch 

of the 2.25-billion-

yuan (about 314 

million US dollars) 

pro jec t , led by 

ZhongFaTianXin 

(SiChuan) Aviation 

Technology Co., 

Ltd, which aims 

to address long-

standing challenges 

in high-a l t i tude 

testing for small 

and medium-sized 

aircraft engines, 

according to the 

publ ic i ty off ice 

of the Chongzhou 

M u n i c i p a l 

Government.  

S l a t e d  f o r 

c omp l e t i o n  b y 

2027, the facility, 

also a light aircraft 

engine production 

base, will provide 

critical research and 

development support 

for next-generation 

aircraft, including 

drones, flying cars, 

and low-altitude 

veh i c l e s ,  wh i l e 

advancing China’s 

burgeoning low-

altitude economy, 

sa id Liu Chen, 

chairman of Zhongfa 

Tianxin.  

 Aeroeng ine s , 

often dubbed the 

“heart of aircraft”, 

require rigorous 

‘Accelerating innovation’
The Chongzhou facility will enable 

manufacturers to test engines for  thrust, 

durability, and safety without relying 

on foreign technology. “This facility is 

100 per cent domestically designed and  

controlled, with performance reaching 

international standards,” said  Liu, 

noting that the project timeline has been 

shortened from five to  three years to 

accelerate innovation.

t e s t i n g  u n d e r 

extreme conditions 

to ensure reliability. 

In recent decades, 

China has invested 

heavily in high-

altitude simulation 

infrastructure to 

develop indigenous 

engines.  

 Li Tao, head 

of the regional 

c o o p e r a t i o n 

d e p a r tm e n t  o f 

the Chongzhou 

e c o n o m i c 

development zone, 

said that there are 

currently limited 

high-performance 

testing platforms 

for aeroengines in 

the country, and 

those available for 

the civil market are 

even rarer.  

 “A  h i g h -

performance testing 

platform that serves 

all society will 

provide significant 

support for the 

development of 

Chongzhou’s low-

altitude aviation 

e c o n o m y  a n d 

f a c i l i t a t e  t h e 

g a t h e r i n g  o f 

u p s t r e a m  a n d 

d o w n s t r e a m 

industries. This will 

become the testing 

ground for the 

‘heart of aircraft,’” 

said Li.  

A d d i t i o n a l l y, 

February 13 also 

marked a major 

milestone for the 

Hongyuan aviation 

power industrial 

park project in 

Chongzhou. With a 

total investment of 

600 million yuan, 

the project aims to 

establish a research, 

manufacturing, and 

maintenance base 

for large turbofan 

engine components. 

The base will also 

see the completion 

of drones, small 

aeroengines , as 

well as carbon 

fibre prepregs and 

composite structural 

c o m p o n e n t s , 

according to the 

publici ty office 

of the Chongzhou 

M u n i c i p a l 

Government.  

These projects 

u n d e r s c o r e 

C h o n g z h o u ’ s 

ambition to build 

a “Sky City” by 

2027 - a vision 

o f  i n t e g r a t e d 

man u f a c t u r i n g , 

testing and urban 

air mobility services    

New Delhi, Feb 18: 
Former Bangladesh 

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina on Monday urged 
the people of her country 
to rise in protest against 
the rampant human rights 
violations committed by 
supporters of the Moham-
med Younus-led Interim 
Government and promised 
that she will return to her 
country soon and bring to 
justice all the perpetrators. 
Sheikh Hasina, speak-

ing to supporters from 
an unknown location 
in New Delhi, where 
she has been sheltered 
since she fled Dhaka on 
August 5 last year, also 
said that had she not left 
Bangladesh that day she 
would have been killed 
(Hasina left Dhaka on 
August 5 on board an 
army helicopter as a 

massive mob marched on 
her official residence. She 
flew to New Delhi, where 
she has been sheltered 
ever since). The former 
PM and Awami League 
chief interacted with the 
widows of four Ban-
gladesh police assistant 
sub inspectors who were 
brutally hacked to death 
on August 5 by violent 
mobs and their bodies 
hung upside down from 
trees and lamp posts. 
Speaking to the women, 

Hasina said that the so-
called “student-led upris-
ing” of July-August last 
year was “a meticulously 
planned and premeditated 
operation” conducted by 
Mohammed Younus who 
wanted to rule the coun-
try. 
 “So many peoples’ 

lives have been destroyed 

completely by this gov-
ernment.. I will come 
back and help you all,” 
she assured the sobbing 
widows, who said they 
have nothing to rely on 
and are managing in very 
difficult circumstances 
with children to look 
after. 
 “They wanted to kill 

me too, how I escaped 
only I know,” said Hasina. 
 “It is only Allah who 

kept me alive, as He 
wants me to help my 
people. I will mete out 
justice, I will return and 
do it. I give my word on 
that, I will bring justice,” 
Hasina assured the weep-
ing women. 
She also said that You-

nus is not allowing any 
inquiry to be held against 
those who have killed 
police personnel and other 

people. 
 “How can they brutally 

kill people like this? You-
nus is not allowing any 
inquiry and has let them 
off, given them impunity.” 
Hasina said that it is not 
known how many people 
have been arrested for the 
heinous atrocities commit-
ted under the Younus-led 
Interim government. 
 “We have to continue 

our struggle against this 
interim government... You-
nus has been committing 
rampant human rights 
violations and he will be 
tried one day for all these 
violations? My country 
was like a beautiful ar-
ranged garden, now it 
has been ruined by the 
Younus Interim Govern-
ment,” she said. 
Hasina urged supporters 

to participate in tomor-

row’s “sangram (protest) 
to fight against the human 
rights violations by the 
Younus regime so that 
people can live in peace 
and security, which this 
interim government is not 
capable of providing to 
the people”. 
Referring to Younus’ 

statement in August last 
year, amid the widespread 
violence that was rocking 
the nation, that he does 
not know governance, 
Hasina said: “Someone 
who admits he is not 
capable of ruling, why is 
he allowed to continue? 
We must protest against 
this interim government, 
against the Younus re-
gime. I condemn it and 
demand that justice is 
done for those who have 
lost so much.” 

Hasina’s calls to dethrone Younus Govt

Will return to Dhaka soon, 
asserts former Bangla PM

New Delhi, Feb 18:  
Gyanesh Kumar has been 

appointed as the 26th Chief 
Election Commissioner of India 
on Monday with effect from 
February 19, a notification is-
sued by the Ministry of Law 
and Justice.  

Gyanesh Kumar’s tenure will 
end on January 26, 2029.  

 He is the first CEC to be 
appointed under the new Law 
on the appointment of election 
commissioners.  

His name as CEC was final-
ised and recommended to the 
President by the selection com-
mittee comprising Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Home Min-
ister Amit Shah, and Leader of 
Opposition Rahul Gandhi.  

Current CED Rajiv Kumar 
will retire on February 18. He 
will demit the office on Tues-
day on attaining the age of 65 
years.  

Kumar assumed charge as 
Election Commissioner on 

March 15, 2024. Gyanesh Ku-
mar has served as secretary in 
the Ministry of Parliamentary 
Affairs. He belongs to the 1988 
batch from the Kerala cadre.  

The Government also appoint-
ed Vivek Joshi, a 1989-batch 
Haryana-cadre IAS officer, as 
Election Commissioner  

Meanwhile, the Congress on 
Monday termed the appoint-
ment of new Chief Election 
Commissioner as “against the 
spirit of the Constitution”.

It may be mentioned that ac-
cording to a notification issued 
by the Ministry of Law and 
Justice on Monday, Gyanesh 
Kumar has been appointed as 
the 26th Chief Election Com-
missioner of India.

On his social media handle 
X, party general secretary K.C. 
Venugopal said, “Such egre-
gious behaviour only confirms 
the doubts that many have ex-
pressed about how the ruling 
regime is destroying the elec-

toral process and bending the 
rules for its benefit.” He said, 
“This goes against the spirit 
of our Constitution and what 
has been reiterated by the Su-
preme Court in many cases-for 
the electoral process to have 
sanctity, the CEC must be an 
impartial stakeholder”.

He also slammed the gov-
ernment for not waiting until 
the Supreme Court’s hearing 
on February 19, before select-
ing the CEC.

 “Their decision to hastily 
hold the meeting today and ap-
point the new EC shows they 
are keen to circumvent the Su-
preme Court’s scrutiny and get 
the appointment done before a 
clear order kicks in,” he said.

 “Be it fake voter lists, 
schedules favouring the BJP, or 
concerns around EVM hacking-
the Government and the CECs 
it appoints are subject to deep 
suspicion because of such inci-
dents,” he alleged. 

Gyanesh first CEC under new 
Law, Cong cries foul

Moscow, Feb 18:  
Italian Prime Minister Gior-

gia Meloni will take part in the 
European emergency summit 
on Ukraine in Paris, the prime 
minister’s office said.  

Meloni was expected to chair 
a meeting of the Italian council 
of ministers late on Monday. Her 
updated schedule shows that she 
will travel to Paris in afternoon 
for an informal meeting “on 
Ukraine and security”. French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
called an informal meeting of 
EU leaders to discuss Ukraine 
following Wednesday’s phone 
talks between Russian President 

Vladimir Putin and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump.  

Italian Foreign Minister An-
tonio Tajani said in an inter-
view to La Stampa newspaper 
that Europe has the right to sit 
down at the negotiating table on 
Ukraine and should use sanc-
tions against Russia as leverage.  

Tajani said he raised the is-
sue of sanctions that the EU 
has adopted against Russia in 
recent months at a meeting with 
US Special Presidential Envoy 
for Russia and Ukraine Keith 
Kellogg at the Munich Security 
Conference.  

 “It is clear that for us they 

[sanctions] represent a funda-
mental lever that allows us to 
claim a certain role,” Tajani 
said.  

Europe deserves trust and 
should be strong, united and 
convinced of its indispensabil-
ity at the negotiating table, the 
minister said, adding that any 
deal on Ukraine should have 
Europe’s stamp of approval.  

EU foreign policy chief Kaja 
Kallas said last week that a 
peace pact on Ukraine would 
not work without the EU. Ger-
man Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
said the EU should be involved 
in the Ukrainian peace negotia-

tions, as it has given Kiev more 

support than the United States.  

NATO Secretary General 

Mark Rutte said that Europe-

ans should not complain about 

not being involved in the peace 

negotiations, but should instead 

come up with concrete initia-

tives.  

Russian Senator Alexei Push-

kov said on Sunday that Mos-

cow viewed Macron’s decision 

to convene an emergency sum-

mit on Ukraine as an attempt 

to imitate Europe’s “strategic 

autonomy.    

France hosts informal meeting of EU 

leaders on Ukraine issue

Abu Dhabi, Feb 18:  
The 2025 International De-

fence Exhibition and Conference, 
alongside the Naval Defense and 
Maritime Security Exhibition, 
opened here on Monday in the 
capital of the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE).  

The event attracted 1,565 de-
fence companies from 65 coun-
tries to showcase the latest de-
fense technologies and solutions 
aimed at promoting international 
peace and security.  

This year’s exhibition space 
has expanded by 10 percent, 
drawing seven new countries 
and 731 new companies.  

Leading Chinese defence 
companies are also participating 
in the event to exhibit a range 
of naval equipment, including 
surface vessels, submarines, un-
derwater weapons and unmanned 
systems, as well as products 
from other defense sectors such 
as land, air and space.  

The display of its latest ad-
vancements in naval equipment 
research, design, construction 
and integration by China Ship-
building Group Corporation - 
one of the world’s largest ship-
building groups - underscores 
China’s important role in the 
global defence sector.  

UAE President Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
visited the exhibition, noting that 
it has become a critical platform 
for the global defense industry, 
which attracts top-tier enterprises 
and experts worldwide to drive 
progress in global security and 
stability.  

The event will run until Feb-
ruary 21, with conferences on 
key topics such as cybersecu-
rity, space security, artificial in-
telligence and modern defense 
scheduled alongside the exhibi-
tion.  

China 
showcases 
military 
ware in 

UAE expo

Jerusalem, Feb 18:
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu dismissed the 
possibility of the Palestinian 
Authority (PA) governing post-
war Gaza.

  In a response to media re-
ports that Hamas had expressed 
willingness to  relinquish con-
trol of the enclave to the PA, 
Netanyahu said in a  statement: 
“As I promised - the day after 
the war in Gaza, there will  be 
no Hamas and no Palestinian 
Authority.” 

He reiterated his support for  
former US President Donald 
Trump’s plan for Gaza, which 
includes the  transfer of the en-
clave’s Palestinian population 
to neighboring  countries. Arab 
leaders have rejected the pro-
posal.

 “I am committed to Presi-
dent Trump’s plan for creating 
a different Gaza,” Netanyahu 
said. Israel objects to Pales-
tinian sovereignty in the Gaza 
Strip, West Bank,  and East Je-
rusalem, territories it seized in 
the 1967 Middle East war.

Ban on UN body
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu has ordered 
immediate implementation of 
a law banning the activities 
of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Pales-
tine Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA), the prime minister’s 
office said.  

 “Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has directed that the 
UNRWA law, which was passed 
by the Knesset with broad sup-
port, be enforced immediately. 

There are no restrictions on the 
implementation of the Prime 
Minister’s directive,” the office 
said on X on Monday.  

In late October, the Israeli 
parliament passed bills aimed 
at banning UNRWA activities 
in Israel and the territories it 
controls after accusing some 
UNRWA staff of involvement 
in the October 2023 Hamas at-
tack. The UN says Israel has 
not provided any evidence to 
substantiate its allegations. On 
January 29, Israeli government 
spokesman David Mentzer said 
that UNRWA offices were to 
be closed within 48 hours and 
that all contacts with the UN 
aid agency would be suspended.  

On January 30, the law ban-
ning UNRWA activities came 
into force.

No role for Palestine Authority 
in post-war Gaza: Netanyahu

New Delhi, Feb 18:  

The Congress on Mon-

day distanced itself from 

Indian Overseas Congress 

Chairman Sam Pitroda’s 

remarks on China, say-

ing that his “views were 

definitely not of the In-

dian National Congress”.  

It may be mentioned 

that the Congress leader 

in an interview had said 

that India should change 

its attitude towards Chi-

na and it should not be 

considered as an enemy.  

On social media 

handle X, party general 

secretary Jairam Ramesh 

said, “The views report-

edly expressed by Sam 

Pitroda on China are 

most definitely NOT the 

views of the Indian Na-

tional Congress.”  

He said, “China re-

mains our foremost 

foreign policy, exter-

nal security, as well 

as economic challenge. 

The INC has repeatedly 

raised questions on the 

Modi Govt’s approach 

to China, including the 

PM’s public clean chit to 

it on June 19, 2020. Our 

most recent statement on 

China was on 28th Janu-

ary, 2025”.  

 Ramesh added, “It is 

also extremely regrettable 

that Parliament is being 

denied an opportunity to 

discuss the situation and 

express a collective re-

solve to meet these chal-

lenges effectively.”   

Meanwhile, the BJP 

while slamming Sam 

Pitroda said that his re-

cent view has “openly 

exposed the Congress 

party’s agreement with 

China and is a very deep 

blow to India’s identity, 

diplomacy and sover-

eignty”.  

Cong distances itself from 
Pitroda’s China comments

Bollywood is the name for 

the Hindi-language film indus-

try based in Mumbai, India. 

The term is a portmanteau of 

“Bombay” and “Hollywood” 

and was coined in the 1970s. 

Bollywood is one of the world’s 

largest film industries.

Bollywood
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South Africa is taking decisive 

steps to attract more Indian trav-
elers, streamlining visa processes, 
boosting marketing efforts, and 
enhancing connectivity. With India 
already emerging as a key mar-
ket, South Africa is determined 
to increase Indian tourist arrivals 
from 4% in 2023 to at least 10% 
by 2025. This ambitious goal is 
backed by a range of strategic 
initiatives that aim to make travel 
easier and more appealing for 
Indian visitors.
One of the most notable moves 

is the introduction of the Trusted 
Tour Operator Scheme, a new 
system allowing group visa ap-
plications through certified tour 
operators in India. This scheme 
not only simplifies the application 
process but also ensures that Indian 
travelers can access reliable and 
high-quality tour services.
Additionally, South Africa has 

launched an electronic travel autho-
rization system for Indian citizens. 
Individual travelers can now apply 
for visas online, with approvals 
taking only a couple of days. This 
digital innovation aims to remove 
a significant barrier, making South 

Africa a more accessible destina-
tion for Indian tourists.
South Africa’s tourism board 

is actively investing in marketing 
campaigns in India to highlight the 
country’s diverse attractions, from 
its stunning wildlife safaris and 
vibrant culture to luxurious experi-
ences. Targeted promotional efforts 
aim to raise awareness about South 
Africa as a top travel destination.
A key focus area is MICE 

(Meetings, Incentives, Conferences, 
and Exhibitions) tourism. South Af-
rica is positioning itself as an ideal 
location for Indian businesses and 
corporates to host events, believing 
this segment has the potential to 
significantly boost visitor numbers.
Improving flight connectivity 

is another critical component of 
South Africa’s strategy. Talks are 
underway to establish more direct 
flights between India and South 
Africa, which would not only 
reduce travel time but also make 
the destination more attractive to 
Indian travelers.

South Africa’s tourism targets
The Indian market is a corner-

stone of South Africa’s tourism 
strategy for several reasons:

Economic Potential: Indian tour-

ists represent a significant source 
of revenue, with their spending 
contributing to South Africa’s eco-
nomic growth and job creation in 
the hospitality and tourism sectors.
Cultural Connections: The pres-

ence of a large Indian diaspora in 
South Africa provides a unique 
cultural bridge, making the country 
an attractive destination for Indian 
travelers.
Growing Market: With India’s 

rapidly expanding middle class and 
rising disposable incomes, South 
Africa sees immense potential in 
attracting a larger share of out-
bound Indian tourists.
South Africa’s targeted approach 

to wooing Indian tourists is set to 
strengthen ties between the two 
nations while creating significant 
economic opportunities. By ad-
dressing visa challenges, investing 
in marketing, and improving con-
nectivity, South Africa is posi-
tioning itself as a top choice for 
Indian travelers. If successful, these 
efforts could make India one of 
the largest contributors to South 
Africa’s tourism sector, driving 
growth and fostering closer cultural 
and economic ties.

South Africa’s strategy 
to woo Indian tourists

Remember Ram and 
Jaanu, the unforgettable 
star-crossed lovers from 
96? Now, imagine the 
same story reimagined as 
a Bollywood film with 
Abhishek Bachchan play-
ing Vijay Sethupathi’s role 
as Ram. Surprisingly, that 
was exactly what director 
C Prem Kumar initially 
envisioned for his ac-
claimed romantic drama.
At the 7th edition of 

the Indian Screenwriters 
Conference (ISC) hosted 
by the Screenwriters As-
sociation of India (SWA), 
Prem disclosed, “‘96’ 
was originally written 
for Hindi cinema, and 
I wanted to pitch it to 
Abhishek Bachchan, but 
I didn’t have contacts!”A 
Tale Meant for Bollywood
The 2018 blockbuster 

96, starring Vijay Sethu-

Director Prem Kumar  reveals ‘96’ was 
originally meant for Bollywood

Actor Sivakarthikeyan, who was last 

seen in Amaran, is gearing up for 

his next big release titled Madharasi, 

also known as SK 23. This project 

marks his first collaboration with 

director AR Murugadoss, generating 

high expectations among fans and 

movie buffs.

The title teaser of Madharasi 

is action-packed, featuring intense 

sequences, bomb blasts, and glimpses 

of various characters from the ensemble 

cast. Sivakarthikeyan is seen in a 

rugged, fierce avatar, hinting at a 

high-octane action thriller.

The film will be released as 

Madharasi in Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, 

and Malayalam, while the Hindi 

version will be titled Dil Madharasi.

Kannada actor Rukmini Vasanth 

Sivakarthikeyan’s 
action thriller 
‘Madharasi’ 

is set to play the female lead, 

making her debut in the Tamil 

film industry. Vidyut Jammwal, 

who previously worked with 

Murugadoss in Thuppaki, returns 

as the antagonist. The cast also 

features Vikranth, Biju Menon, 

and Shabeer Kallarakkal, among 

others.

Anirudh Ravichander will 

compose the music, adding his 

signature energy to the film. 

The film’s cinematography will 

be handled by Sudeep Elamon, 

while Sreekar Prasad will take 

charge of the edits.

Madharasi is produced by 

Sri Lakshmi Movies. Although 

the release date has not been 

announced yet, the film is 

already generating buzz as an 

action thriller to watch out for.

her, aiming to change her 
perspective on life for the 
better.”  
The film explores four 

interconnected stories set 
in different locations:  
Mumbai: Featuring Nat-

ty in a prominent role. 
Velankanni, Nagapattinam: 
Starring Rio Raj, focus-
ing on the lives of local 
fishermen. Chennai: Set 

in a housing board with 
Sandy as the lead. Village 
near Thiruttani: Starring 
Bharathiraja in a poignant 
narrative.  
“All of these stories 

have a subtle connec-
tion,” Britto noted, adding 
that the film is inspired 
by true events, including 
personal experiences and 
stories he has heard.  

Actor-director Prab-
hudeva released the first 
single, ‘Rangamma’, from 
the upcoming film Niram 
Marum Ulagil on Fri-
day. The romantic kuthu 
track, composed by Dev 
Prakash Regan, is sung 
by him along with Arivu, 
with lyrics penned by AS 
Dawood.  
The film, directed by 

Britto JB in his debut 
venture, features Bharathi-
raja in the lead role 
alongside Natty and Rio 
Raj. Britto, who has a 
background in adver-
tisements, explained the 
film’s unique narrative 
structure in an earlier 
conversation:  
“The story revolves 

around two people, a 
young woman and a 
wise old man. The lat-
ter narrates four tales to 

Prabhudeva unveils first single ‘Rangamma’ 
from Sandy’s ‘Niram Marum Ulagil’

Niram Marum Ulagil 
boasts an ensemble cast, 
including Yogi Babu, Vad-
ivukkarasi, Suresh Menon, 
Aadukalam Naren, Mime 
Gopi, Vigneshkanth, Ri-
shikanth, Kaniha, Namo 
Narayana, and Kaavya 
Arivumani, among others.   
The fi lm’s techni-

cal team features: Dev 
Prakash Regan as the 
Music Director, Mallika 
Arjun and Manikanda 
Raja as Cinematographers, 
Tamil Arasan as the Edi-
tor, Niram Marum Ulagil 
is produced by Signature 
Productionz and GS Cin-
ema International.   
The much-awaited film 

is set for a theatrical re-
lease on March 7, prom-
ising a compelling blend 
of storytelling and stellar 
performances.  

pathi and Trisha Krish-
nan, revolved around 
the emotional reunion of 
former classmates from 
the batch of 1996, two 
decades after graduation. 
While speaking with film 
critic Suchin Mehrotra, 
Prem explained why the 
story felt perfect for Bol-
lywood.
He revealed that he has 

now completed writing a 
new Hindi film script. “I 
know Hindi very well, 
and my father grew up 
in North India, so I 
was constantly exposed 
to Hindi cinema in my 
childhood. My favourite 
actor was Naseeruddin 
Shah. The main reason 
for my interest in Hindi 
cinema is the diversity of 

Malayalam superstar Nivin Pauly is set to lead Multi-
verse Manmadhan, India’s first-ever multiverse superhero 
film, written and directed by Adithyan Chandrasekhar.
The film promises a high-octane spectacle, blending 

action, mythology, and multiversal intrigue.
The Title announcement poster, released today, has only 

deepened the mystery, featuring elements from different 
universes and hinting at the film’s grand scale.
Co-written by debutants Anandhu S. Raj and Nithiraj, 

with creative collaboration from Aneesh Rajasekharan, 
the ambitious project is set to go on floors this year.
Meanwhile, Nivin’s latest photos have taken social me-

dia by storm, going viral as fans wait for more updates 
on Multiverse Manmadhan.

Nivin Pauly to lead first
 multiverse superhero film

POV                                       VVS
Sam Pitroda’s China is our friend remark: Comedy of 

errors or tragedy in disguise?
In a move that could only be 

described as “classic Pitroda,” senior 
Congress leader Sam Pitroda recently 
cracked what he probably thought was a 
joke, but which landed with the subtlety 
of an elephant on a trampoline. Pitroda, 
in his ever-dramatic style, suggested 
that the Indian government should stop 
considering China as an enemy. In fact, 
he went so far as to imply that it’s time to embrace China as a friend.
Now, before you fall off your chair in disbelief, let us unpack this. Sam, as loyal as a dog to his 

beloved Rahul Gandhi, was only echoing the sentiments of the Congress party’s “China-friendly” faction. 
After all, it is not the first time that the party has expressed a certain “historical fondness” for China, 
particularly during the days when its leadership was busy, quietly meeting with Chinese officials—without, 
you know, consulting the public.
Let us talk about the Doklam Conflict—you remember that, right? While the rest of India was holding 

its breath, Sam’s dear friend Rahul Gandhi was meeting with the Chinese ambassador behind closed doors. 
It wasn’t just a casual chat about trade or tea. No, Rahul took it to another level, signing a memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) with the Chinese Communist Party. The agreement – “To supply every piece 
of information about India to China.”  Why not? A little information sharing never hurt anyone, right?
And it did’nt stop there. Congress, through its family-run enterprise (aka RGF), graciously accepted 

hefty donations from China. But hey, what is a little foreign funding between friends? Not to mention the 
secret meetings held at none other than Sonia Gandhi’s residence with China’s top intelligence officers. 
It is like an international spy thriller, only with less action and more tea.
The plot thickens. Congress, ever so generous, graciously ceded 680 square kilometers of Indian land 

to China. No fuss, no muss—just a peaceful land handover, because who needs borders anyway? And 
to add a cherry on top, the Indian Army was ordered to dismantle posts and bunkers designed to keep 
China out. Soldiers, were told to “pull back” and vacate the land. Was it for peace? Or just an extremely 
diplomatic way of saying, “Here you go, China, we’ve got this great real estate for you. Enjoy!”
So, when Sam Pitroda says that India should stop seeing China as an enemy, we can’t help but wonder: 

is he speaking from his deep, historical fondness for China, or is this just a throwback to the days when 
Congress had a “closer” relationship with Beijing? Why not? 
If history has taught us anything, it is that Congress and China have always shared some interesting 

moments of “friendship.”
Naturally, BJP was quick to pounce on Pitroda’s remarks. BJP spokesperson Tuhin Sinha took the 

opportunity to fire a salvo at Congress, saying, “Those who gave away 40 square kilometers of our land 
to China think there’s no threat from China?” And, of course, they weren’t the only ones with concerns. 
Pitroda’s assertion left many scratching their heads, especially when he claimed that the threat from China 
was exaggerated, and that America’s “nature” was to make India view China as an enemy. Ah, yes, the 
classic “blame the Americans” strategy—always a crowd-pleaser in some circles.
Pitroda’s comments were so offbeat that Congress had to quickly distance itself. Senior Congress leader 

Jairam Ramesh clarified that Pitroda’s statement was his personal opinion and didn’t reflect the party’s 
official stance. Thank goodness for that! Ramesh also emphasized that China remains a big challenge for 
India in terms of security and economy. You know, just a small matter of national security and economic 
stability—nothing too serious. But let’s move on.
The Congress party’s more recent official statements on China paint a different picture. They’ve been 

quite vocal about the Modi government’s handling of China, especially after the Prime Minister’s rather 
suspiciously generous stance towards China in 2020. Congress raised serious questions about India’s 
relationship with China, but perhaps they should have started by addressing their own track record.
Let’s take a quick history lesson. Back in December 1959, Rajaji (C. Rajagopalachari), a former Congress 

leader, famously remarked that China had “betrayed India and Nehru.” Rajaji, then in his wisdom, saw 
China’s aggression as a brutal reality, stating that it destroyed any meaning in India’s non-alignment 
policy. Fast forward to 1962, when Nehru’s so-called “China policy” left Indian soldiers, ill-equipped 
and ill-prepared, to be slaughtered in the Himalayan frontier. To this day, that event remains a painful 
chapter in India’s history.
Fast-forward again, and we have Congress, the same party that once turned a blind eye to China’s 

military maneuvers, now looking to project China as a friend? What a tragic comedy.
As we stand today, Congress’s “historical love affair” with China—whether it’s in the form of backdoor 

meetings, land giveaways, or a strange form of diplomatic amnesia—certainly leaves one wondering: is 
this a tragedy or a comedy? Either way, it’s a show that keeps giving, with Sam Pitroda as the latest 
star of this bewildering political soap opera. Stay tuned, because this drama isn’t over yet.

the audience and not the 

scale,” Prem shared.Mov-

ing Forward with Hindi 

Cinema

C Prem Kumar, who 

directed last year’s criti-

cally acclaimed Mei-

yazhagan, made these 

revelations during a ses-

sion titled ‘The South 

Saga - Rooted, Relevant, 

and Revolutionary’. He 

was joined by fellow 

filmmakers Christo Tomy 

(Ullozhukku), Hemanth M 

Rao (Sapta Sagaradaache 

Ello - Side A & Side 

B), and Vivek Athreya 

(Saripodha Sanivaaram).

With his new Hindi 

script ready, fans are ea-

ger to see how Prem Ku-

mar’s storytelling magic 

translates to Bollywood.

Producer A Mahendran of MR 
Pictures, filled with unconditional 
passion to create commendable 
movies has ventured into produc-
tion through the film ‘Love Ink’. 
The film features Raaj Aiyyappa, 
who is now the latest heartthrob 
of K-Town in the lead role, and 
Deina Davis starring opposite him 
in the female lead role. With a 
perfect planning and the neat ex-
ecution, filmmaker Megaraj Doss 
has distinctly completed shooting 
major portions of the film in a 
short span of time. Now the team 
has started shooting the final 
schedule of this film, which will 
add more emblazonments to the 
star-cast comprising the greatest 
amusers of K-Town Suniel Reddy, 
KPY fame Ramar and director-actor 
Ravi Mariah.
Director Megaraj Doss says, “We 

‘Love Ink’ reaches final phase of shooting

are so much delighted that the 
shooting plans have been perfectly 
commissioned from Day 1 of pro-
duction, and we have successfully 
reached the final phase of filming 
now. The final schedule has started 

its filming in the exotic locales of 
Cheyyar and its surrounding vil-
lages in Tiruvannamalai District.”
Raaj Aiyyappa has been winning 

appreciations for his fantabulous 
performances in films including 
Ajith Kumar’s Valimai followed by 
Disney Plus Hotstar’s web series 
‘Uppu Puli Kaaram’.  
Yogi Babu is playing a prominent 

role in this film as a doctor, and 
his hilarious episodes will leave 
audiences in total laughter riot.
The others in the star-cast include 

Pattimandram Raja, Maran, Sub-
hashini Kannan, KPY Vinoth,DSG 
( Mark Antony villan - doing a 
important role in this movie),  Mau-
rish Dass, Vinodh Munna and many 
others. Arjun (DOP), V Ramu 
Thangaraj (Art), Krishnan Sudhar-
shan (Editor), Suresh Chandra & 
Abdul Nassar (PRO) are the others 
in the technical crew.
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A.M. Jain College students visited MGM Cancer Institute and interacted with cancer survivors, sharing 
inspiring stories of strength and recovery. Dr. M.A. Raja, Director & Senior Consultant of Medical Oncology 
at the hospital, emphasised that overcoming patients’ fears is the first step in their treatment. The event 
concluded with cultural performances featuring music, dance and theatre, which uplifted everyone’s spirits. 
Dr. R. Surekha, Deputy Dean of A.M. Jain College, praised the students for their empathy and engagement 
during the interaction.  
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Rithesh D Sha, MD Just Buy Cycles presented the 
Bicycles to the winners of Best Voice of Chennai 
(Male and Female) Udhaya prakash & V.Hannah 
Vijay in the 12th edition of Iris Valentunes 2025 in 
the presence of Latha A. Krishna. Over 200 partici-
pants competed in the preliminary auditions  held at 
AeroHub Mall, Chennai. The audience was treated 
to an evening of electrifying and foot-tapping perfor-
mances by the contestants. The winners of the Jingle 
contest :Rex Anto & Franson.  Winners of Nutribs 
Teen. Valentunes : C.Roshni Priya, Ms. A. Samhita 
& Mr Roshan sooriya.

Chennai, Feb 18: 
The Department of 

Agriculture - Nutrition 
and Food Manage-
ment, S.A.  College 
of Arts and Science, 
took their students on 
an industrial visit to 
the M. S. Swaminathan 
Research Foundation 
on January 28, 2025. 
The industrial visit was 
aimed at gaining valu-
able insights into the 
latest developments in 
agriculture and biotech-
nology.
The visit began with 

a presentation detailing 
the detailed activities 
of the Foundation. The 
students also visited an 
exhibition showcasing 
the achievements and 
awards of Dr. M.S. 
Swaminathan. The stu-

dents learnt about his 
important contribution 
to the Green Revolu-
tion.
They learned about 

the institute’s current 
projects and agri-
cultural innovations. 
The highlight of the 
visit was exploring the 
Aromatic Garden for 
blind children and the 
Nutritional Garden that 
showcases the benefits 
of organic farming. 
The students observed 
the nutritional impacts 
of vegetables and 
fruits grown through 
sustainable practices. 
The visit provided an 
enriching experience, 
broadening the stu-
dents’ understanding 
of modern agricultural 
techniques and their 

S.A. College students visit 
M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation

role in addressing 
global food security 

and environmental 
challenges.
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Chennai, Feb 18:
Vinayaka Mission’s 

School of Economics and 
Public Policy (VSEP), 
Chennai, a part of Vi-
nayaka Mission’s Research 
Foundation (Deemed to 
be University), organized 
a panel discussion on 
the Union Budget 2025-
26 on 12-02-2025. The 
event brought together 
distinguished economists, 
policymakers, and indus-
try leaders to analyze the 
budget’s implications for 
economic growth, social 
development, and fiscal 
sustainability.
The session commenced 

with a welcome address 
by Dr. Debdulal Thakur, 
Dean of VSEP, who in-
troduced the panelists: Dr. 
Arvind Mayaram (Former 
Finance Secretary, Gov-
ernment of India), Prof. 
Saumen Chattopadhyay 
(Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity), Prof. M. Suresh 
Babu (Director, Madras 

VSEP hosts expert panel on
 Union Budget

Institute of Development 
Studies), Ms. Avani Ka-
pur (Founder, Responsive 
Governance), and Dr. 
Kalyan Goswami (Direc-
tor General, AgriChem 
Federation of India).
Delivering the inaugu-

ral address, Dr. Arvind 
Mayaram highlighted the 
evolving nature of India’s 
budget-making process. 
He noted that while the 
budget has transitioned 
from being a mere fi-
nancial statement to a 
comprehensive policy 
document, key concerns 
remain.  

Professor Suresh Babu 
analyzed the budget’s 
efforts to boost private 
investment, noting that 
while government capi-
tal expenditure (CapEx) 
has supported economic 
growth, private sector 
investment remains slug-
gish.   
Dr. Kalyan Goswami 

underscored the need for 
greater financial support 
for agricultural and rural 
employment schemes. He 
emphasized that while 
rural infrastructure devel-
opment is commendable, 
rising employment in 

agriculture reflects a lack 
of industrial and service 
sector jobs rather than a 
positive transformation.
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Chennai, Feb 18:  
In continuation with the sus-

tained efforts to empower our sales 
force and ensure seamless services 
to policyholders digitally, on a 24 
x 7 basis, LIC unveiled the “One 
Man Office” (OMO) online service 
through its Agents.   
Through the One Man Office, 

LIC aims to provide a compre-
hensive digital ecosystem for its 
sales force consisting of Agents, 
Development Officers, Senior 
Business Associates, Chief Life 
Insurance Advisors, LIC Associates 
and Chief Organizer to aid in their 
day to day operations, strengthen 
their efficiency and productivity 
and ensuring better services to our 
customers. The service has been 
launched yesterday.   
Speaking on the occasion, Sid-

dhartha Mohanty, CEO & MD, 
LIC of India, said it will be a 
vital tool at the hands of the sales 
force to promote life insurance and 
render service to LIC’s customers 
anytime and anywhere. It will be 

LIC unveils One Man Office

Siddhartha Mohanty, CEO 
and MD, LIC

a shot in the arm for achieving 
the objective of ‘Insurance for All 
by 2047’.  
OMO aims to aid our agents in 

digital sale of policies, after sales 
servicing for the customers for 

different types of services, tracking 
their business and act as a training 
cum knowledge pool for them. In 
short, it is a mobile digital office 
at the hands of sales force and 
plans to evolve as an easy-to-use 
one stop solution for all business 
and servicing needs, which will 
be available through their mobile 
phones, thus making them truly 
Atma Nirbhar in every sense.  
These services are offered 

through the ANANDA (Atma 
Nirbhar Agents New Business 
Digital Application) platform for 
onboarding of customers and 
will have features like Premium 
calculator, benefit illustration, E-
NACH registration, change of ad-
dress, online loan request, renewal 
premium payments, claim related 
requirement submission etc. It will 
also have a knowledge centre, vari-
ous insurance and health related 
calculators, office locator, NEFT 
search etc. for assisting Agents to 
help the customers.     

Madurail Feb 18:
HCLTech, a leading global 

technology company, announced 
that it is inviting applications for 
its TechBee program, allowing 
students the opportunity to start 
their careers after Class 12. The 
program is open to students from 
across India.
Selected candidates undergo 12 

months of training with HCLTech. 
Upon successful completion, they 
are offered full-time jobs with the 
company and can pursue part-time 
higher education from prestigious 

institutions like BITS Pilani, IIIT 
Kottayam, SASTRA University and 
Amity University Online.
Students with a background in 

mathematics or business math-
ematics are eligible to apply for 
technology roles. Now in its eighth 
year, the TechBee program has suc-
cessful students engaged in digital 
engineering, cloud, data science and 
AI roles across the company. For 
more details on qualifying marks, 
financial aid and counselling, visit: 
www.hcltechbee.com.
“Since 2017, the TechBee pro-

gram has trained thousands of 
students, offering them job skills 
and opportunities to work on 
projects for leading global brands 
while continuing their education,” 
said Subbaraman Balasubramanyan, 
Senior Vice President at HCLTech.
HCLTech has partnered with 

the National Skill Development 
Corporation (NSDC) and various 
state skill development corporations 
in India to ensure inclusivity and 
accessibility for students from un-
derrepresented backgrounds.

HCL Tech invites applications for early
career programme TechBee

Chennai, Feb 18:  
REC Foundation have entered 

into an Memorandum of Agree-
ment with Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Pammal to strengthen the Kannoli-
Vision Saver Project as a part of 
their “Eye Care for all – a REC 
Initiative”. The Scope of the sup-
port is towards carrying out 8000 
Cataract surgeries over a period 
of 12 months for which REC 
Foundation would provide a grant 
of Rs 6 Crores.   
Narayanan Thirupathy, Indepen-

dent Director of REC Ltd and Smt 
Thara Ramesh, HoD& Chief Pro-
gram Manager, REC Ltd launched 
“Eye Care for All – an REC 
Initiative”. The function started 
with the traditional prayer and 
lighting of the Kuthuvilakku by the 
guests following which Wg Cdr V 
Shankar (Retd), Executive Director 
of Sankara Eye Hospital, Pammal 
welcomed the welcomed thegather-
ing and gave a brief introduction 
to the Kannoli-Vision Saver project 
and introduced theguests.   
Sri Narayanan Thirupathy deliv-

ered an impressive address on the 
occasion where he highlightedthe 
importance of the intervention and 
how this would help transform the 
lives of the rural poorbeneficiaries.  
The high point of the function 

was signing of the Memorandum 
of Agreement. This was signedby 
Smt Thara Ramesh who repre-
sented REC Foundation and Wg 
Cdr V Shankar (Retd), Trusteeand 

REC, Sankara Eye Hospital sign MoU to 
strengthen Kannoli-Vision Saver Project

Mumbai, Feb 18:
The Centre on Monday 

launched the ‘Mutual 
Credit Guarantee Scheme 
for MSMEs’, which was 
announced in the Union 
Budget 2024-25 to boost 
the micro, small, and 
medium enterprises.
The scheme facilitates 

collateral-free loans to 
MSMEs by providing 
loans up to Rs 100 crore 
for the purchase of plant, 
machinery, or equipment.
The scheme would pro-

vide 60 per cent guarantee 
coverage by the National 
Credit Guarantee Trustee 
Company Ltd (NCGTC) 
to member lending in-
stitutions (MLIs) for a 
credit facility up to Rs 
100 crore, sanctioned to 
eligible MSMEs under 
MCGS-MSME for the 
purchase of equipment/
machinery.
Launching the scheme 

here, Union Finance Min-

ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
also distributed sanction 
letters to MSMEs eli-
gible under the scheme 
in Mumbai.
The scheme is expected 

to facilitate easy availabil-
ity of credit for MSMEs 
and give a major boost to 
the manufacturing sector 
in India.
Acco r d i ng t o t h e 

scheme, the borrower 
should be an MSME with 
a valid Udyam Registra-
tion Number, the loan 
amount guaranteed should 
not exceed Rs 100 crore, 
the project cost could be 
of higher amounts also 
and the minimum cost of 
equipment /machinery is 
75 per cent of the proj-
ect cost.
FM Sitharaman and 

Minister of State for 
Finance Pankaj Chaud-
hary also handed over 
the keys to homebuyers 
who have benefitted due 

to the SWAMIH (Special 
Window for Affordable 
and Mid-Income Housing) 
Fund during the post-Bud-
get interaction programme 
with stakeholders here.
As of January 24, 2025, 

the SWAMIH Fund has 
successfully delivered 
over 50,000 homes, with 
a commitment to de-
liver an additional 20,000 
homes each year for the 
next three years.
A s  a nnoun c e d i n 

Union Budget 2025-26, 
SWAMIH Fund 2 will 
be established as a blend-
ed finance facility with 
contributions from the 
government, banks, and 
private investors.
This fund of Rs 15,000 

crore will aim for ex-
peditious completion of 
another 1 lakh units.
At a media interaction 

during the event, the Fi-
nance Minister said that 
the last three Budgets 

focused on improving 
MSMEs, including the 
government-guaranteed 
loan in the current Bud-
get.
She stressed that the 

government’s focus has 
not shifted from capital 
expenditure to consump-
tion expenditure.
FM Sithraraman further 

stated that the Centre is 
working on more reforms 
in the insurance sector, 
in which 100 per cent 
foreign direct investment 
(FDI) has been allowed.
The current Budget pro-

poses to raise the FDI cap 
for the insurance sector 
from 74 per cent to 100 
per cent.
Guardrails are being put 

so that citizens’ money 
towards premium pay-
ment for insurance is 
kept within the country, 
she said.

FM Nirmala launches 
Mutual Credit Guarantee 

Scheme for MSMEs

Chennai, Feb 18:
 The Smith School of Enterprise 

and the Environment, University of 
Oxford, and independent think tank 
Council on Energy, Environment 
and Water (CEEW) are jointly set 
to launch a first-of-its-kind course, 
‘Reaching Net Zero’. 
The online self-paced certificate 

course, which will be hosted by the 
global learning platform Apolitical, 
is designed especially for the Indian 
market, and will commence on 13 
February 2025. It is suitable for 
policymakers, senior executives in 
public-sector banks and financial 
institutions, decision-makers, cor-
porate social responsibility (CSR) 
teams, and sustainability officers 
from India’s banking, corporate, 
and public sectors who seek to 

develop confidence in researching, 
discussing, and connecting their 
work to the net zero efforts as well 
as academia and training institutes.
India’s net zero policy is set to 

transform the economy, reshaping 
industries, creating green jobs, and 
attracting investment in sustainable 
technologies. It will also strengthen 
energy security and build resilience 
against climate risks. The Reaching 
Net Zero for India course provides 
a comprehensive overview of the 
net zero target, equipping Indian 
policymakers and industry leaders 
with the knowledge and tools nec-
essary to make informed decisions 
ahead of the curve on climate and 
sustainability challenges.
Dr Arunabha Ghosh, CEO, 

CEEW, said, “This course on net 

zero comes at a critical time and 
decade — it will build the capacity 
of Indian decision-makers and equip 
them for a unique developmental 
trajectory where growth must hap-
pen with decarbonisation.” 
Dr Radhika Khosla, Associate 

Professor at the Oxford Smith 
School, comments, “  As long as 
human activities continue to add 
greenhouse gases to the atmosphere, 
global temperatures will keep ris-
ing with countries like India often 
being the most vulnerable to dev-
astating climate impacts. We hope 
this course will make the latest 
science on achieving net zero and 
sustainable development accessible 
across policy and decision makers, 
to inform decisions that unlock 
progress.”

Oxford Smith School, CEEW unveil course 
on Reaching Net Zero for policymakers

Chennai,  Feb 18:
KLM Axiva Finvest, 

a leading NBFC with a 
valuation of over Rs.2000 
crore, celebrated its 25th 
Silver Jubilee with the 
Fortuna ‘25 Employee 
Summit Tamil Nadu . 
The company, which 
boasts a pan-India pres-
ence with over 1000 
branches and has Lady 
Superstar Nayanthara as 
its brand ambassador, 
whose strong presence 
in Chennai significantly 
contributes to the growth 
of the entire Tamil Nadu 
business, continues to 
amplify its vision and 
values through such mile-
stone initiatives.
The Fortuna ‘25 Em-

ployee Summit Tamil 
Nadu was inaugurated 
by  T. P. Sreenivasan, 
IFS (Retd.), Chairman of 
KLM Axiva Finvest and 
former Indian Ambas-
sador to America . The 
event was presided over 
by Mr. Shibutheckum-
puram, Executive Direc-
tor, the promoter and 
backbone of the company, 
alongside the company’s 
CEO, Mr. Manoj Ravi. 
The summit brought to-
gether employees from 
across Tamil Nadu to 
commemorate this sig-
nificant milestone.
The summit served as 

a key highlight of the 
year-long Silver Jubilee 
celebrations, uniting em-

KLM Axiva conducts 
Fortuna ‘25 Employee 
Summit Tamil Nadu
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ployees to reflect on the 
company’s remarkable 
journey and strategize for 
its future growth. Zonal 
Head Mr. Julius Jobert 
Arun and Regional Heads 
shared insights on the 
company’s achievements 
and ambitious goals, mo-
tivating employees to play 
an integral role in its 
continued success. CEO 
Mr. Manoj Ravi outlined 
the company’s strate-
gic roadmap for 2025, 
emphasizing innovation, 
digital transformation, and 
sustained growth.

New Delhi, Feb 18:
In a major push to-

wards skill development 
in emerging technologies, 
the Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entre-
preneurship (MSDE), Na-
tional Skill Development 
Corporation (NSDC), and 
Intel India on Monday 
launched the ‘AI for 
Entrepreneurship’ micro-

learning module.
The initiative is de-

signed to simplify arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) 
concepts and encourage 
entrepreneurial thinking 
among young innovators 
across India.
The programme aims 

to empower 1 lakh youth 
by 2025 by equipping 
them with essential skills 

Centre launches AI programme to empower
1 lakh young innovators

to thrive in a technology-
driven economy.
The ‘AI for Entrepre-

neurship’ module is part 
of India’s broader vision 
to foster innovation and 
promote inclusivity in 
learning.
“Today we stand at the 

intersection of innovation 
and opportunity, where 
AI has the potential to 
realise the dreams of to-
morrow’s entrepreneurs,” 
said Jayant Chaudhary, 
Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for 
Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship.
The initiative will help 

young minds understand 
AI in a simple and prac-
tical way while inspiring 
them to explore business 
opportunities using emerg-
ing technologies.
It covers key areas such 

as how AI can be lever-
aged for business growth, 
entrepreneurial strategies, 
and innovative problem-
solving.
The content is designed 

to be accessible to both 
urban and rural learners 

to ensure that opportuni-
ties in the digital space 
are available to everyone.
“At Intel, we believe in 

embracing AI as a force 
for good that benefits all 
people, underpinned by 
an open approach, innova-
tion and deep engagement 
with the ecosystem,” said 
Gokul Subramaniam, Intel 
India President.
He added that the AI 

as a technology unlocks 
many possibilities, bring-
ing about a generational 
shift.
“By offering the home-

grown entrepreneurship 
education content as part 
of Intel’s AI skilling 
initiative, we aim to 
inspire young minds to 
create innovative business 
solutions and contribute 
to India’s societal and 
economic growth,” Sub-
ramaniam noted.
Participants who com-

plete the module will re-
ceive an industry-endorsed 
joint certification from 
MSDE, NSDC, Skill In-
dia, and Intel.

Executive Director of Sankara Eye.
This MoA marks the beginning of 
an intervention that is likely to 
make a positive impact on thede-

livery of eye care to the needy and 
the support by REC Foundation 
through their “Eye Care forAll” is 
an excellent step in this direction.  

Chennai, Feb 18:
India’s love for momos is undeniable, because there is nothing better 

than indulging in a hot, flavourful plate of this beloved street food. 
To make this experience even more convenient and delicious, Godrej 
Yummiez introduces its latest offering – Chicken Momos. Crafted for 
effortless preparation, these ready-to-cook momos bring the authentic 
taste of street-style goodness straight to your home.
 Commenting on the launch, Abhay Parnerkar, CEO of Godrej Foods 

Limited, said: Momos are beloved snacks across India, and our new 
chicken momos bring that experience home. With 26% of Indians 
preferring non-veg momos, this launch is a natural addition to our 
ready to cook range. We aim to offer authentic flavours with ease, so 
everyone can enjoy delicious, restaurant style momos at home and that 
too steaming hot. Street side momos are dear to us, but it’s no secret 
that the hygiene can really vary.”

Godrej Yummiez launches chicken momos
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Dr.V.G.Santhosam gets 
Cultural Ambassador Award 

in Phillippines

Discipline, the key to academic 
achievement, bright future

M Rafi Ahmed 
Discipline is the key 

to academic achieve-
ment, personal growth, 
and a bright future. 
Based on those lines, 
the former District and 
Sessions Judge and Full-
time member of State 
Official Language (Leg-
islative) Commission, 
Government of Tamil 
Nadu A. Mohamed Ji-
yaputheen spoke among 
the students during the 
annual day event held 
at Vijayamangalam 
Bharathi International 
School in Perundurai, 
Erode district.
The distinguished 

speaker’s topic “Edu-
cation and Discipline’ 
reminds this scribe of 
Nobel laureate Bertrand 
Russel’s collection of 
essays under the same 
title published in 1932 
wherein he expressed 
his thoughts about the 
purpose of education 
shedding light on mor-
al qualities of learners.  
According to a research 
finding, the disciplined 
students have a higher 
chance of reaching their 
academic objectives. 
Jiyaputheen drove 

home a valid point that 
good education along-
with discipline will un-
doubtedly help students 
to reach exalted heights 
not only in their course 
but also in their career. 
In a word of praise to 
the teachers, he said 
that well-knit planning 
and conducting the pro-
gramme proves to show 
their  involvement with 
zeal in the effective and 

Former District and Sessions Judge and Full-time member of State Official 
Language (Legislative) Commission, Government of Tamil Nadu A. Mohamed 
Jiyaputheen spoke among the students on the topic “Education and Discipline” 
during the annual day event held at Vijayamangalam Bharathi International 
School in Perundurai, Erode district.

efficient execution of the 
event.
Expressing happiness 

in seeing more number 
of girl students grabbing 
prizes in various compe-
titions conducted as part 
of the annual day fete, 
he said that they are sec-
ond to none and added 
that their achievement in 
various fronts more so 
in academics have un-
doubtedly demonstrated 
the victory in the district 
where Thanthai Periyar 
was born. Indeed, they 
made his vision a reality.
Calling upon the par-

ents to keep a tab on 
their wards behaviour 
and friends circle, Jiya-
putheen advised them 
to be vigilant to ensure 
their children don’t get 
diverted from their stud-
ies. Extending love and 
monitoring their children 
is vital in the present 
context of technologi-
cal development, he told 
parents to check their 
childrens’ bags daily as 
a precautionary measure. 

Likewise, the teachers 
must encourage those 
students who raise valu-
able and vital questions 
and must answer with 
patience, he told the 
teachers and urged them 
to identify their innate 
talents to motivate them 
to excel in their cho-
sen line of interest. In 
a piece of advice to stu-
dents, he sought them to 
respect both the parents 
and teachers. Only those 
who keep them in high 
esteem taste success in 
their career.
Quoting saint poet 

Thiruvalluvar, he said 
that education and disci-
pline alone will help to 
make a mark in one’s 
vocation. “Develop good 
thoughts and be disci-
plined while pursuing 
your course,” he ap-
pealed to the students. 
As to the words of Val-
luvar, he said that edu-
cation will benefit seven 
births (Yezhu Piravi). 
However, Kalaignar gave 
a different explanation 

to the couplet and stated 
that education will guide 
‘Yezhu Thalaimuraik-
kum’.
In this connection, he 

narrated his success story 
of how he rose to dizzy 
heights from a humble 
beginning despite hailing 
from a poor background 
and added the impor-
tance shown by his par-
ents on education.
Bharathi Interna-

tional School principal 
Umadevi presided while 
school founders Mo-
hanambal and K Ku-
marasamy besides vice 
principal Chandran, Par-
ent Teachers Association 
president K Kathirvel 
were present on the oc-
casion. So goes the quote 
of Kenyan poet Akhungu 
Vanon--Education with-
out discipline is like a 
holiday on a weekend. 
Kudos to Jiyaputheen for 
his thought-provoking 
address among students 
on a vital topic.

Chennai, Feb 18:   
Tou r i sm Ma l ay s i a 

Chennai office hosted 
a vibrant engagement 
sess ion, featur ing a 
welcome address by 
Hishamuddin Mustafa, 
Director of Tourism 
Malaysia Chennai. The 
event was attended by 
esteemed members of the 
travel industry, including 
Tamil Nadu Travel agent. 
ADTOI Sec r e t a ry-

Tamil Nadu Chapter P. 
Ashok Kumar said, “The 
highlight of the event was 
a presentation by Wan 
Chui Fong, Senior Sales 
Manager of A’Famosa 
Re s o r t  Ho t e l ,  who 
showcased the resort’s 
o f fe r ings , inc lud ing 
tailored packages for 
Weddings, MICE, and 
group travelers. Her 
presentation emphasized 
A’Famosa Resort as a 

premier destination for 
unique and memorable 
experiences, aligning with 
the preferences of Indian 
travelers.   
Director’s Address: 

Hishamuddin expressed his 
gratitude to the agents for 
their unwavering support, 
wh i ch s i gn i f i c a n t l y 
contributed to Malaysia 
welcoming over 1 million 
Indian tourist arrivals in 
2024. He acknowledged 
the incredible milestone as 
a testament to the strong 
partnership between the 
Indian travel trade and 
Tourism Malaysia.   
“As we look ahead to 

Visit Malaysia Year 2026 
(VMY2026), our ambitious 
target is to welcome 1.6 
million Indian tourists 
and beyond. While Kuala 
Lumpur remains a beloved 
des t ina t ion , we are 
strategically focusing on 

promoting new horizons 
in Sabah and Sarawak. 
These regions offer 
unparalleled experiences, 
from eco-tourism to 
cultural adventures, that 
perfectly cater to the 
evolving interests of Indian 
travelers,”Hishamuddin 
stated.   
Key Takeaways:   
S t r e n g t h e n i n g 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h 
Indian travel agents and 
stakeholders to achieve 
VMY2026 goals.   
Expanding focus on 

Sabah and Sarawak, 
emphasizing their unique 
eco-tourism and cultural 
offerings.   
Encouraging MICE 

and wedding tourism as 
niche travel segments 
with growing appeal.   
The session concluded 

wi th an in t e r ac t i ve 
discussion, foster ing 

valuable insights and 
innova t ive ideas to 
enhanc e Ma l ay s i a’ s 
presence as a preferred 
destination in the Indian 
market.   
Tou r i sm Ma l ay s i a 

r ema i n s  c omm i t t e d 
t o  bu i l d i n g  s t r o n g 
partnerships with Indian 
travel agents and delivering 
unparalleled experiences 
to Indian travellers . 
The engagement session 
reinforced its dedication 
to promoting Malaysia’s 
diverse destinations and 
its readiness to welcome 
even greater numbers of 
tourists in the years to 
come. ADTOI Secretary-
Tamil Nadu Chapter 
P. Ashok Kumar had 
par t i c ipa ted in th i s 
meeting and highlighted 
about same.   

Tourism Malaysia strengthens collaboration 
with travel agents, stakeholders

Seventy five years have since passed witnessing the strength of friendly relations 
between India and Philippines. To mark this unique friendship, a Diamond Jubilee 
Function was held in Philippines as an Educational and Cultural Function at UV 
Gullas College of Medicine, Cebu city, where ‘Kalaimamani’ Dr. V.G.Santhosam, 
Founder-President, VGP Ulaga Tamil Sangam was honoured with the ‘Cultural 
Ambassador Award’ for his noble task of erecting the statues of Thiruvalluvar, a 
world renowned poet, by the Great Tamilian Dr. David K. Pillai, Chief Executive 
Officer of the College, who headed the function also. Mallai Sathya, President, 
Mallai Tamil Sangam is seen in the picture.

Chennai, Feb 18:
Mata Amritanandamayi 

Devi graced the Brahm-
asthanam Temple Festival 
in Virugambakkam, where 
she was warmly wel-
comed by notable guests, 
including Raman, former 
secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, Selvam, 
vice chairman of VIT, 
Arjun Murthy from the 
BJP, Ponni, deputy head 
of CRPF Civil Aviation 
Security Chennai, and 
Shail Manavi, director of 
Mosil Lubricants. 
During the event, cloth-

ing and financial aid were 
distributed to members of 
the Amrita SREE wom-
en’s self-help group. The 
gathering also featured 
sessions of satsang, medi-
tation, peace prayers, and 
soul-stirring bhajans led 
by Amma, who continued 
to embrace her devotees 
late into the night.
In her blessing speech, 

Mata Amritanandamayi 
urged people to approach 
Nature with humility and 
reverence. Addressing her 
followers, she reflected 
on how humankind has 

exploited Nature for gen-
erations, forgetting its 
immense power—capable 
of both retribution and 
redemption. “We must 
learn to bow our heads 
in humility to Nature,” she 
said. “Let us treat Nature 
with love and respect.”
Amma emphasized that 

every calamity—wheth-
er it be a pandemic, 
natural disaster, or the 
consequences of climate 
change—reminds us of 
the importance of coop-
eration, companionship, 
and communion. She 

pointed out that while the 
laws of nations can be 
altered, the principles of 
dharma remain unchange-
able. According to her, 
compassion is the essence 
of humanity.
“If each of us could 

recognize the needs of 
living beings around us 
and act in their service, 
the world would become a 
paradise,” she said, stress-
ing that compassion is not 
a luxury but a necessity. 
“Without compassion, the 
very fabric of society is 
at risk,” she warned.

Approach nature with humility and
reverence: Mata Amritanandamayi

Madurai, Feb 18:
Canara Bank retired 

Off icers Assoc ia t ion 
members meeting held 
at at Canara Learning 
and Development Center, 
Pandyan Building, Grand 
Central, Madurai. 
M N Manoh a r a n , 

Deputy General Secretary, 
C B R OA ,  M a d u r a i  
emphaised the enrolment 
of Associate members and 
non members in to fold, 
besides retiree officers 
as Life members every 
month. 
T V Krishna Mohan, 

General Manager Madurai 
Circle Head expressed his 
happiness in his Chief 
Guest address that Canara 
Bank is poised to reach 
Rs. 25 lakh crores business 
soon. He acknowledged 
with gratitude the strong 
foundation laid by the 
retirees for the growth of 
Canara Bank. The General 
Manager sought the help of 
members to mobilise more 
deposits, by expressing 
MD & CEO’s quote 
“Each one source Ten”. 

Senior members honoured at Canara Bank 
Retired Officers Association meet

He assured the members 
better customer service 
to Retirees and requested 
members to guide the 
youngsters in the Branch. 
He also gave tips how to 
maintain a healthy life 
post retirement. The GM 
congratulated CBROA 
f o r  i m p l e m e n t i n g 
various welfare measures 
including Honouring of 
its Life members who are 
above 75 years of age. 
J S Jagadeesh, General 

S e c r e t a r y,  CBROA 
B a n g a l o r e  i n  h i s 
marathan speech covered 
in de ta i l a l l about 
Affordable IBA Health 
Insurance, Reckoning 
of Special allowance 
for pension calculation, 
Pension updation etc., 
He h igh l igh ted the 
achievements made by 
CBROA in the last two 
years such as break 
through in Reduction of 
IBA Health insurance 
premium, substantial 
increase in pension due 
to DA neutralisation to 
pre November, 2002 
retirees, Family pension 
increase, restorat ion 
of commutation, 50% 
concession in locker rent, 
allotment of Holiday 
Home to Retirees etc.,GS 

and the General Manager 
felicitated the following 
four super seniors who 
are of 75 + years. 1) 
T Tilak Chandrasekaran, 
Re td Manage r :   2 ) 
P  Mu t h u r aman ,  3 ) 
N T h e e r t h a r a p p a n , 
Retd Officer  4) R K 
Babulal, Retd SM: S 
Deenadayalan, Retd SM 
read out CBROA Citation. 
G Rajendran, Retd DGM 
adorned the shawl.
J S Jagadeesh, GS 

appealed to members 
“Each one Bring one” 
to shore up membership 
s t rength . To launch 
more welfare measures, 
he requested members 
to donate liberally to 
CBROA Welfare fund. He 
honoured senior members, 
R K Babulal and K S 
Balakrishnan who made 
an on the spot donation 
of Rs.5000/ & Rs.3000/ 
respectively. 19 Associate 

members including 2 
family pensioners on the 
spot in the meeting and 
many enrolments are on 
anvil. The DGS enlisted 
the support of  members 
and Syndicate retiree 
members(who attended the 
meeting in large numbers) 
to bring non members 
and associate members 
into fold. 
S Varagunan, AGS 

CBROA, Tirunelveli , 
Sundararajan, OGS n 
CNT member, CBOA, 
Radhakr i shnan DGS 
CBOA, Madura i , M 
Panneer Selvam, RS M 
S Chandrasekaran, RS 
and  M Arjunan Muthiah, 
RS were on the dais and 
spoke on the occasion. 
The DGS appreciated the 

support provided by our 
activists, S S Veerabahu, 
R Murugaprabhu,  S 
Me e n a k s h i s u d a r am , 
Veteran S Deenadayalan 

and RS, M Panneer 
Selvam for the successful 
conduct of the meeting. 
The General Secretary 
clarified all the doubts 
raised in the interaction 
session which lasted till 
2.30pm. The audience 
were spell bound and 
gave a standing ovation 
to GS at the end of the 
meeting. 
T h e r e  w a s  a n 

overwhelming attendance 
of 94 participants with 
people coming from 
far of places such as 
Periyakulam, Karaikudi, 
Bodi, Theni, Trichy etc., 
The meeting came to an 
end with a vote of thanks 
proposed by M Panneer 
Selvam, RS, Madurai and 
National anthem by all, 
followed by sumptous 
Lunch, a full course meal, 
in Tamil Nadu style. 

Valery Khodzhaev, Consul General of Russia in Chennai, met Chief Minister Stalin. Chief Secretary 
Muruganandam. Sesecretary Harish Thakkar, Consulate Secretary Andri Erohin are also seen.
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